Summary

In this sermon titled "Right on Time," the pastor explores Ecclesiastes 3 and 4 to address our deep
struggle with control, unmet expectations, and trusting God's timing. Using the vivid metaphor of a
puzzle, she illustrates how we often hold just one piece of life and try to make conclusions about the
whole picture, when in reality God holds the entire box and sees everything from beginning to end. She
shares vulnerably about losing her brother and how that painful season, though one she would never have
chosen, became a place where God continued to work in her life. The sermon also connects the danger of
comparison to a lack of trust in God's timing. When we stop trusting God's plan for our story, we begin
measuring our lives against everyone else's timeline, which leads to exhaustion, isolation, and a loss of
peace. Solomon's reminder that "two are better than one" points us toward community as the antidote to
the isolation that comparison breeds. The pastor's central call is not to stop praying or believing, but to

surrender the need to control what only God was meant to carry, trusting that He is always right on time.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today as a group of people who each carry our own pieces of the
puzzle. Some of us are in seasons of waiting, some of grief, and some of celebration. Whatever we are

walking through, we ask that You open our hearts to what You want to speak to us today. Help us to set
aside our need for control and our desire to have all the answers. Give us ears to hear, hearts to receive,
and the courage to be honest with You and with each other. We trust that You are already at work in this

room. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one trip, event, or day that did not go according to plan but ended up being surprisingly great?

Key Verses

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

Ecclesiastes 3:11

Ecclesiastes 4:4

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10



e Matthew 26:39
e John 11:35

Questions

e The pastor described how her family's best day on their trip was the one with no plan. Have you
ever experienced a time when an interruption or unexpected change led to something better than
what you originally planned? What did that teach you about control?

¢ Solomon lists many contrasting seasons in Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 without telling us to control them.
Why do you think our natural instinct is to manage or resist seasons rather than simply trust God
through them?

e The pastor said, "The greatest thief of peace is not uncertainty. It is unmet expectations." Do you
agree with that statement? Can you share an example from your own life where an unmet
expectation stole your peace?

e The puzzle metaphor was used to describe how we only hold one piece while God holds the entire
box. Which piece of your life right now feels the most confusing or out of place? How does it
change your perspective to consider that God sees the whole picture?

e The pastor shared that she still does not fully understand the loss of her brother, but she has learned
that God refuses to waste painful seasons. How have you seen God work in a season you would
never have chosen for yourself?

e Ecclesiastes 4:4 says that some labor is driven by jealousy rather than calling. In what areas of your
life do you find yourself working or striving out of comparison rather than out of genuine purpose?

e The pastor connected comparison to isolation, saying that when we compare, we eventually stop
celebrating others and start withdrawing. Have you noticed this pattern in your own life? How can
community help break the cycle of comparison?

¢ The closing invitation was to surrender the need to control what only God was meant to carry. What

is one thing you are currently holding tightly that you feel God is asking you to release to Him?

Life Application

This week, identify one specific area of your life where you have been gripping for control, whether it is a
relationship, a career decision, a health concern, or an unanswered prayer. Write it down on a piece of
paper. Each morning, hold that paper in an open hand as a physical reminder that you are releasing it to

God. Pray a simple prayer each day: "Father, I trust You with this. I believe You are working even when I



cannot see it." At the end of the week, reflect on whether surrendering control brought you more peace

than striving for it did.

Key Takeaways

¢ God is sovereign over every season of life, including the ones we would never have chosen for
ourselves. Our role is not to control the seasons but to trust the God who governs them.

o Unmet expectations are one of the greatest thieves of peace. When life does not follow our timeline,
the deeper question is not "God, when?" but "God, what are You doing in this season that could not
happen in any other?"

e We only hold one piece of the puzzle, but God holds the entire box. Judging our whole story by the
one piece in front of us leads to confusion, fear, and a loss of perspective.

e Comparison is a symptom of not trusting God's timing. When we stop believing God is at work in
our story, we begin measuring our lives against everyone else's timeline, which produces
exhaustion and isolation.

¢ Difficult seasons were never meant to be carried alone. Community is God's design for helping us

trust His timing, and two are better than one when the weight of a season feels too heavy to bear.

Ending Prayer

Lord, thank You for this time together and for the truth from Your Word that You are at work in every
season. We confess that we often grip our plans too tightly and struggle to trust You when life does not go
the way we expected. Tonight we choose to open our hands. We release the pieces of our lives that we do
not understand, the seasons that feel too long, the prayers that feel unanswered, and the chapters we wish
were not part of our story. Remind us that You have never stopped working and that You have never
stopped walking with us. Help us to stop comparing our story to someone else's and to trust that You are
writing something beautiful in each of our lives. Give us the courage to do life in community, to be honest
with one another, and to lift each other up when we fall. We trust Your heart because You have always

been faithful. In Jesus' name, Amen.



